An important message from Jay Miner (01-26-08):

John Bennett’s 2008 Umpire Handbook of Softball Rules Differences is an outstanding document. However, an interpretation by Dee Abrahamson of NCAA changes the NCAA ruling for “Foul Tip Deflected” at the bottom of page 22 to a foul tip. Now all three codes rule identically.  
>>> John Bennett <bennettjoh@sbcglobal.net> 1/24/2008 2:05 PM >>>

I have been getting a lot of comments about a deflected foul tip that I mention in my Rules Differences document, and since I distribute more than 300 to umpires across the country, I want to ensure that I am giving them a correct ruling.  Would you please give me your interpretation about the exact definition of a foul tip. Here are the plays for which I need your interpretation or comments.  Thank you!!
 

A ball comes sharply and directly off the bat and hits the catcher's hand or glove.  The ball then deflects:

1) off her protector and is smothered there by the catcher who then secures the ball with her hand.

2) off any piece of her equipment, into the air, and the catcher catches the ball without moving her feet. 

3) off any piece of her equipment, into the air, and the catcher catches the ball by moving her feet or diving for it

Sincerely,
John Bennett 

The NCAA rulings would be foul tip.

Referring to the editorial comments: It is hard to notice all the changes year to year but if you look in the 2008 rule book at 1.53, you will see that "When the catcher moves to the ball, it is not a foul tip" has been eliminated from the note so your first statement, while true, is misleading in that it implies the feet are a determining factor.  The second sentence is no longer true with the change in no longer referencing feet.  The third sentence has never been true...it was a foul ball but immediate dead ball so no catch is possible.

As to your suggestion, if you have an opportunity to talk to others and it seems to have some support, you might consider proposing it as a rule change for NCAA, NFHS and/or ASA.  Each has a different process for approving proposals BUT all accept proposals for consideration.  

Hope that makes some sense.  I haven't seen your latest edition of the rule differences but always appreciate your efforts to help umpires keep them distinct...no easy task, that's for sure!

Dee Abrahamson, NCAA Softball Secretary Rules Editor
